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Q1

Contact Info

Name Ronda Thomas

Library Stony Creek Free Library

Email Address rthomas@sals.edu

Phone Number 518-696-5911

Q2

What are the goals and objectives of your project?

The goal of the Stony Creek Free Library's Generator project is to prepare the library for loss of power.  The objectives accompanying 

this goal are to: protect the library's property, provide a space for patrons within the community to access computers, WiFi, and other 
library materials, provide space for temporary shelter, and to provide a space for patrons to interact with others during loss of power at 

their homes.

Q3

How will this project change the library building?

This project will change the library building by adding a generator, with the required hook ups and necessary propane tank.  This will, in 

turn, protect the physical space during loss of power.  The generator will allow the heat to continue running in the winter, which will 
prevent frozen and burst pipes.  It will allow the sump pumps in the basement to continue working during times of heavy rain and melt 

off, which will prevent damage from severe flooding within the library's basement.  Before the sumps pumps were installed in the 
basement, there was a back-up of a few feet of water during a storm.  The generator will allow the building to have lights, heat and 

access to circulation during the hours of operation, even when the power is off in the community.  This will allow for sustainability for 
the library property in the years to come, no matter if there are adverse weather conditions.
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Q4

How will this project benefit your patrons?

This project will benefit the patrons by providing a space within the community for them to access amenities they may not be able to 

access within their homes due to a loss of power within the community.  Although the town hall and firehouse are equipped as local 
emergency shelters, this project will allow the library to provide another temporary shelter.  Also, by providing a space for patrons to 

access computers, and WiFi, our patrons will be more likely to be able to place phone calls that they may not otherwise be able to 
place due to a lack of cell service in the area.  This is a matter of safety and connection to services that might be needed.  In the 

past, even National Grid has turned to the library as a resource center during times of power outages in the greater area.  This 
connectivity also allows for patrons to meet needs they have for work or medical reasons.  Historically, the library had a community 

member come to the library to try and get help with arranging a wellness check on an individual when the patron could not access 
phone services at their home due to a loss of power there.  Fortunately, in this situation, the library still had power.  However, due to 

our rural location and densely forested terrain, the entire community often loses power at once.  Having a generator would allow the 
library to be a resource center, even when the power is out there too.  Additionally, patrons will have access to material to keep their 

minds engaged and for enjoyment while power is lacking.  With the generator, the library will be able to provide a space for interaction 
with others for networking with others to meet needs they may have regarding their homes, as well as providing a social connectivity.

Q5

What is the timeline for the project?

The timeline for the generator project is:
February 2025 application to Generous Funds Act from the Adirondack Foundation,

March 2025 SALS application  submitted and Book and Bake Sale Fundraiser with generator notated as an objective of fundraising,
April 2025 hear back from Generous Funds Act,

May 2025 SALS decision announcements and Signing of Contracts with Service Providers,
June & July 2025 Purchase of Generator and Installation,

August 2025 Generator Project is complete.

Q6

EVALUATION: What tools will you use to evaluate the program quantitatively (i.e. statistics)? What tools will you use to
measure the program's success qualitatively?

Once the generator project is complete, as a part of daily tallying of statistics, the Stony Creek Free Library will include a log of the 

number of times the powers goes out at the library and the generator starts.  The number of patron visits during these times will be 
studied.  This log will be kept for one year.  This will provide data analysis of the number of times the property was protected from 

damage and that patrons were accessing the space during power loss.
This project will be evaluated qualitatively by completing exit interviews from patrons regarding the generator project and their thoughts 

about its efficacy and benefit.  It will also be clear if there are no burst pipes or flood damage that the project was qualitatively 
successful.
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Q7

Upload WALK-THROUGH NARRATIVE

SCFL%20walkabout.pdf
(259.3KB)

Q8

Upload PROJECT BUDGET

SCFL%20budget.pdf
(23.3KB)

Q9

Upload PHOTO DOCUMENTATION

Respondent skipped this question

Q10

Upload LONG RANGE PLAN OF SERVICE

SCFL%20planofservice.pdf
(65.3KB)























Southern Adirondack Library System

2025 Challenge Grant ApplicationBudget:

Category Total

Purchased 

Services

13,300.00      

Equipment -                 

Materials/ 

Supplies

-                 

Personnel -                 

CE Program 

Registration

-                 

Travel -                 

Total 13,300.00$     

Library Director Signature: 

Board President Signature:

Date:

Propane connectivity & tank 

Hand-written applications will not be accepted.

5,000.00$         8,300.00$            

In the "details" column, provide information on the item being budgeted for in this category.

Submit all documents as PDFs through our online application portal.

Project Funds 

Requested

In-Kind/Matching Details

5,000.00           8,300.00              

14 RCA generator, masonry foundation, 
battery, weatherization kit

InKind/matching: Fundraising & Generous Acts grant 

application
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