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New York State Education Law requires State Library
Aid of $102.6M for FY 2020-2021.

— State Library Aid in the FY2020-21 enacted budget was $94.1M. An additional 20%
has been withheld due to the ongoing pandemic.

— The Governor proposed cutting Library Aid an additional 7.5% in his Executive
Budget.

— More than $125M in statutory State Library Aid has been withheld since FY2007-
2008.

— Increased aid is needed to support the foundational framework of New York State
libraries, improving the lives of residents of all ages, abilities, and economic status.

— Persistent underfunding has disenfranchised millions of vulnerable New Yorkers who
lack access to information resources and trusted, community-based information
professionals.

— Information inequality plagues vulnerable, marginalized, and historically oppressed
populations.

— According to a survey by the New York Library Association, libraries have incurred, on
average, more than$6,500 in COVID-related expenditures. (September 2020)

SALS

Connects & coordinates services to
34 member libraries in four counties

Strengthens local library services

Provides economies of scale through
resource sharing & shared services
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700
people
work in
libraries

Youl

Saratoga Springs Public Library staff thanking essential workers, 2020.

Libraries are economic engines Investing in libraries keeps money in our communities
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Driving Foot Traffic to Local Businesses

Visits in
2019

Total population: 353,366

Hamilton County: 60,845

Saratoga County: 1,279,433
Warren County: 441,451
Washington County: 169,652




We work with member
libraries to:

Share & deliver materials among member
libraries

Purchase ebooks and digital content

Professional development & training for library
staff and trustees

Support the latest technology

Provide outreach services for people with , L
challenging conditions & life situations . 2 %3 ,‘ PR
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. . . The Greenwich Free Library, Cambridge Public Library, and Schuylerville
Access to & assistance with grants, €.9. Public Public Library are recognized for their Better Readers Program.

Library Construction Aid







